ADULT
BEGINNER

Learning to Ride as an Adult
Means Making Some Adjustments

B v K AT H E K

he pursuit of horsemanship is nor

limited to the young, An adult pos-

sesses 2 degree of self disapline and
reasoning that wall imake comoepes of horse-
manship ensier o prasp, Fowever, the phys-
ical need for practice and application and
repetition on the theones and micthods used
1o ricde are just as essenoial, if not more so,
as they are tor the voungster,

The Mature Body

The mature body, not used to being
astricle o massive womal, wall carmy tensions
that must be overcome gradually. The adule
beginner will quickly understand, for in-
stance, why that shoulder needs to be pulled
back i s certamn place, but may not follow
the rule consistently bocause the shoulder re-
sists, Pracoce will help malie the body sup-
prhe and balanced, allowing concepts ro be
applied correctly,

Riding a horse is unlike any ather ac-
tivity most people pursue. The adulr be-
ginner minst change many self-preservanon

tendentcies in favor of safe, effecrive use of

the riding aids,

Your Instructor

Locare an mstructor with an approach
vou find compatible with vour own per-
sonality and expectations. You may be
more comfortable with an mstructor who
specializes m teaching beginning adules,
rather than bemg placed in a class with
children.

You should be momneed on well-trained,
mature horses with experience in the sryle
of riding vou prefer, and on whom you feel
confident. During the first year, vou will
need much supervision and many, many
howrs of practice, Private lessons will move

MoOE L A R K

Your riding instructor shouwld be an
accomplished rider himsel! and
hawve guiet, obedient horses for you
to learn on.

vo along quickly, although you cannor
judge vour own progress by comparison
with other riders.

Clothing

Just as simple tack will best serve your
horse, simple attire 1s all you require. For
safery, always wear a hard har and smordy

1)

& Take your time and become conscious of you
cam By, Every move you make influences
your borse's enengy and his body. You must
gain conszous control of your cem influences:
theen, you can fully communicate them with
Clarty o your horse,

& Become secure in one gait before moving on
o the nexd. Leam and practice vanations of
ait g lengthening and shortening stride with-
aut changing the rhthim.

A Remember that your horse will anly do what
your aids allow or impel him to do. Keep hem
Balancad lighthy between driving aids (seat and
Iegs) and hands. I things start falling apart—
he rushes forward, balks, or culs a comer—
start over. Just take him back araund the are-
na and start the exercise again. If he rushed
hefore, be ready to prevent it this tirme with ac-
tive contact through the reins. If he balked,
have driving aids ready. If he cul a comer, use
yourinssde leg to drive bim into a firm outside

boots, Leather gloves will protect your
lands and wall help vou grip the reins m all
kimds of weather,

You may not want to invest in i pair

of breeches untl you're sure vou wane w
pursue riding more, but there are alterna-
tives. Riding oighes are less expensive than
brecches, comfortable, and breatheable,

P 58S

rein o hold fim in the comer, and soften the
inssde rein for flexion.

Think of a way to back up a step whenever
wane're having frouble. it buikds confidence for
wou and your hors2. For exarnple, dan exencse
i5 giving you trouble at the canter, go back to
frot and work on it I you have roaible parmg-
ing, loweer the fences. If you struggle riding
the ines between jumps, take away the poles
and rice the ines only, going between ermpty
standards.

Alveays breathe deeply and often when rid-
ing. It will keep your muscles relaxed. You
can get a stitch in your side from holding
your breath while you ride. Thas comes from
NEMOUSNess.

Try torget some regulas time beirg longed on
aschooled Noese S0 yow can do exencises wih-
out reins or stirups. I yau are Sught to stretch
and relax and stay bakancad, this will really se-
cUne your seat,




Riding jeans can be worn casually when
you’re not riding. Ask your local tack shop
(found under “Riding Equipment and Ap-
parel” in most telephone books) what op-
tions they carry for riding pants. Regular
jeans (not designed for riding) can cause
bruises at the inseam, and often chafe.
Sweatpants will not chafe, but are slick on
the saddle and can be distracting while
you’re trying to stay balanced.

A stretchy, loose-fitting shirt is best for
riding. Don’t wear anything constricting
or floppy. A polo-type shirt, tucked in,
works well.

Keep hair contained so you won’t have
to push it around while you ride (any time
you fuss around with your hands, you give
the horse conflicting signals). Don’t wear
jewelry that dangles or makes noise. If you
wear glasses, get a sport band to hold them
on your face securely.

One Step ata Time

Evaluate yourself by comparing your
own personal improvement. Are you do-
ing better than last month? Last week?

Yesterday? Don’t look too far ahead. If
you are too wrapped up in wanting to can-
ter, you may never get the trot mastered
to its full potential. Take riding one logi-
cal step at a time.

There is so much to be said for a beau-
tiful, balanced, cadenced walk on the aids,
and so many professional horsemen lose
track of the walk, forgetting to make it all
it could be. Work to make every facet of
every ride the best it can be, full of grace
and a strength for your horse.

Simplicity

You must learn that “less is more.” In
a world full of quick fixes and gadgets to
circumvent annoyances, you will need to
ignore the impulse to blame the horse,
equipment, or weather for your own lack
of experience. It’s okay to make mistakes;
just learn from them. You must accept that
simple equipment and clear, precise aids
applied properly and with compassion will
achieve the results you desire.

Classical horsemanship has been func-
tioning fully and effectively for thousands

of years, and will remain so for thousands
more without the help of computers, chem-
icals, or devices. It is a fact that “simple”
works when you are riding a horse. You
can influence him, but you can never force
him. And since you want to be as light and
balanced as possible, why not just start out
that way?

Even as a beginning rider, you have the
responsibilities of a trainer when you ride,
because your horse is either learning or un-
learning. Everything you do will affect his
training because you are creating or rein-
forcing habits. Be sure you allow only those
habits you want to keep because they are
going to become permanent.

The things horses teach us are perhaps
the most important things in life: self con-
trol, self discipline, compassion, respon-
sibility, patience, an appreciation of beau-
ty and dignity—good things to master at
any age! B

Katharine Lark bas taught riding for over 30 years in
Virginia, Flovida, and Colorado. She now lives in New
Mexico and does her teaching with a pen, writing for sev-
eral national horse magazines.



