local wonan was killed recently
while niding her newly |.'!1II:-
chased horse and, although | do
nid know all the cirenmstances
tirst haned, the meident remands
me of many stories and cases
Lhat [ dloy know of where human
heings had, atthe very least, adifficult
time handling a new horse,

Bevond just getting the “nght”
horse for you, vou need to know tha
horse as an mdvidual in his amilia
l.'l'l'.'i:{:ll:ll:l'.l‘mhfrm'jl.'ul.lI;1L1'|1i|ui1nuu'
and expect him 1o adjst 10 vour
Facilities, cijuipment, and aspirations,
When you believe you've found the
perfect horse lor vou—helore vou buy
him—spend time with his owner
learning his routine, the tack/equip-
ment used on ham, his diet, individual
needs, and as much aboat his past as
vou can possibly find.

What Is The Horse Used To?

You may think this o be a waste ol
tinne, bt you have to know what voun
horse 1s used 10 so vou won't be sl
denlv surpnsed kater if vou ask him
something that he cannot under-
stanl,

I e has always been ridden inoa
siatfle and you put him m a Petham,
he 1s going o overreact 1o the more

severe bit, 1 he has never felt a spur,
vou may have your hands full i you
hurlthnh nail him in the sides. And it
goes he vond this obvious consider-
won ol “applances” used on him; you
need o know how his previous owner
wsed what he/she used on this horse

Certamly, yvou will accustom your
new horse Imlmn-rlium;. youtrway, bt
it must be over a period of time,
aradually \*.':*nuing him from old.
Eumibar ways. Just imagine if he had
never heen Innrrud andl Tl never el
sidde reins, 1 vou put him i sidde reins
adjusted really short and had him on
the longe line, he would panic,

ABOUT YOUR fencingis heusedta  rope, short rope,
NEW HORSE: ® What are his fears, -
dislikes, & habits
® What tack & 2
equipment have been [ ———
used on him y . Y|

Diet & Fencing

It should go without saying that vou
need 1o change his diet very ‘-|1:'-\|\
from whatever he was rece ing onto
vour own ration designed for him, [t
unportant o know when he was kst
wormed so you won't overdose him,
r.;l'..'ﬁ'illl;lll1:|]_f.11|1:|J|1m1ah;||::'ﬁu'll;m
aler he received one, or worm him
sudldenly without your veterinarian's
acvice 1 he has gone years wathowt
betng wormed

I he has non had any access 1o pas-
ture, vou surely will not tum him ou
for the weekend on fresh, lush alfalfa.

Most of this i!‘i.jllhil COMTTON Sense,
b, i the excitement of new owner-
shap, it can be easy 1o forget that fimeis
needed for adstment by both the
horse and vou.

Has vour new horse ever heen
aronnd electine lencing? Do vou have
a hotwire around the 1op of his pacl
dock fences I he hasn't ever ouched

1 hot wire, you miy have a panic situa-
tion if vou don't unplug the thing lor
a few davs until he feelssale at home,
Then he cn get o know elecmciy
without wanting to run though the
opposite lence and flee,

Your new factliies will be strange,
possibly confusing to him, Tie rags on
poorly visible fences, Is he going from
a barn lall of other horses o solation?
I 50, have a pony, a goat, a chicken, or
a radio,somocthing 1o |n'|}1 him over-
come the separation,

s he wsed to astall, and is now going
to he out i the elementss 11 the
weather 1s bad, bave a turm-out rug o
]urlnu him on wel, colid, mruh'nl-rhh
Then, of course ,jruu|1m|tulnulnm
ithe haseverwornanig. Find outwhat
hes 15 used o in suddles, woo.

Horses are creatures of habit, Your
new horse will adjust to vou and youws
wans, developing new habits all ..l|n!lu
but for a while. when worried or con-



fused, he will reveri o s old wins, Be
patient and sty alert for the fist few
months of ownership to any siuation
that seems o make him wense. You

ant 1o have vewrs of joy with this new
horse; itisworth o few months of effort
o smooth the adjustment period.

Be sire o find out o the horse has |
any known [ears such as an aversion o
dogs, motoraveles, even open spaces.
You can work o overcomie ﬁinubk}'
things afler your horse knows vou well
and trusts you. [n the beginning, avoid
anything that will panic him and,
should vou hinud vourselves in just such
adangerousspot, calm him, dismount
il that will help, and get away from the
situation. Don't over-react sl don’
panic yoursell, '

Findd out if he hias ever been cross- |
tied, How does he feel aboutorossties?
Dores he hate 1o be ted shor? Does he |
need a stonn rope aod halier becanse
he will “west™ bewng ted the first lew
times at i new place? This he been wa
lo of shows? Dhid he abwans tavel with
a companion? The list can go on
forever, and every horse as weell as
every sitiation is an individoal,

Honest Answers To Your Questions

Think of all the guestions you can.
Assure the seller that v want honesi
answers lor the horse's sake. Tell the
seller vou realive that no horse is per-
fect and vou need 10 know all vou can
1o wvoid accidents, to avoid conlusing
vour new horse, and 1o help vou make
hisadjustment o his new life asmooth
anul safe one,

Your must not be judgmental, nor
register any sign of shock  horror/dis
aust at the informaton vou receive.
The seller, being totally honest with
vour, is giving voua wondertul gifi—in-
sight into the mind and spivic ol vour
horse. Thank him.

Remind voursell of this new horse’s
background. Review vour own back-
ground. Then siep out into the rich
snccession ol experiences :I'I.ﬂli'linﬁ
vou both in vour life wogether.

Kathariie Lok has taaghit riding for sver 30 yonrs
in Virginia, Florida, and Colorado, She now ey in
New Mexico and does her teaching with a pen,
writing for seveval national horse magozines.



