~ BETWEEN
LONGE LINE
AND WHIP

HOW MANY times have you
been unable to ride (or just
didn’t feel like it), the weather made
your arena or trails downright danger-
ous, or your horse couldn’t carry a
rider for one reason or another? The
horse’s training and exercise program
_might suffer if you have no alternative

By Katharine Lark

method of schooling him.

Longeing is an effective substitution.
It works on the horse’s discipline, sup-
ples and strengthens his muscles, im-

proves his wind, and can improve him

for riding. It is an unbeatable method of
schooling before mounting the green
horse . . . that is, proper longeing.

Turning any horse loose on the line
and chasing him around is a dangerous

practice. It is much better to simply turn
- him Joose in a field for free exercise than

to risk bowing a tendon, wrenching his
back, or splinting him as he charges
around on a tiny circle, pulling on the
line. This dubious sort of practice might

Tips for teaching your horse to longe properly.

Judy Duke points the whip behind her body and makes her mare stand before sending her out on the line.
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